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The Advocate regularly spotlights AABANY’s corporate sponsors and gives our spon-
sors an opportunity to showcase how their work aligns with AABANY’s mission and 
contributes to the legal community at large.  

Photo by Steven Wu 

S ummit Financial Printing is fully committed to 

diversity along all aspects of the diaspora—
racial, ethnic, national, and socioeconomic back-
ground; sexual orientation; gender; age; and reli-

gious belief.   We recognize and value that diversity 
is an essential element in the today’s world, and 
remain steadfast in making this one of our core val-

ues.  Summit recognizes AABANY as a valuable 
resource and is appreciative of the value it brings to 
the professional Asian American legal community.  

Our business works in tandem with many legal enti-
ties and having a relationship with AABANY where 
we can showcase our offerings and provide value 
added products is a tremendous asset.  

(Continued on page 10) 

Summit Financial Printing was the leading sponsor of AABANY’s In-House Counsel Committee and Cor-
porate Law Committee’s 7th Annual Winetasting and Networking Reception in 2014, and joins AABANY 

again this year as the leading sponsor of the 8th Annual Winetasting and Networking Reception. 

L ast Wednesday, after doing a Supreme Ambi-

tions book event at Yale Law School with Amy 
―Tiger Mother‖ Chua, I would have wanted to stick 
around New Haven a bit. But I had to rush back to 

New York for an event I could not miss: the 26th 
annual dinner of the Asian American Bar Associa-
tion of New York (AABANY), a glittering gala that 

honors outstanding members of the Asian-
American legal community. 
 

The sold-out dinner took place at Cipriani Wall 
Street, a most elegant venue. After welcoming re-
marks by the evening’s emcee, Richard Lui of 
MSNBC, outgoing AABANY president Clara J. 

Ohr took the stage to describe the organization’s 
achievements over the past year. Ohr noted that 
AABANY now has more than 1,100 members who 

work on more than 30 different committees. In the 
prior year, AABANY’s accomplishments included: 

(Continued on page 4) 

AABANY’s distinguished honorees and guests at the 26th Annual 
Dinner.  TOP ROW from left to right:  Monica Huang; Executive 

Director Yang Chen; Outgoing President Clara Ohr; Corporate Coun-
sel Leadership Award recipient An-Ping Hsieh; Public Service Lead-
ership Award recipient Hon. Preet Bharara; Joon H. Kim, Chief, 
Criminal Division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern Dis-

trict of New York; and Incoming President William Wang.  BOTTOM 
ROW from left to right:  Hon. Sue P. Yang; Dr. Chung Shu Yang; and 
Women’s Leadership Award recipient Jenny R. Yang. 

Photo by Karen Zhou 

Photo by Kevin Wong Photo by Kevin Wong 

Photo by Kevin Wong Photo by Kevin Wong 

http://supremeambitions.com/reviews/
http://supremeambitions.com/reviews/
http://www.cipriani.com/en/services/event-spaces/cipriani-wall-street
http://www.cipriani.com/en/services/event-spaces/cipriani-wall-street
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Lui
https://www.linkedin.com/pub/clara-ohr/5/289/646
https://www.linkedin.com/pub/clara-ohr/5/289/646
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The AABANY newsletter endeavors to share in a non-partisan fashion information of concern to the Asian American legal community of New York.  The officers and 

directors of AABANY do not necessarily share or endorse any particular view expressed in articles published in this newsletter.  Statements published herein are 

those of persons concerned about the Asian American legal community and willing to share their concerns with their colleagues .  Proposed articles or letters to the 

editor should be sent to AABANY Newsletter, Asian American Bar Association of New York, 45 Rockefeller Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, New York 10111 or e-mail: 

main@aabany.org; submissions may be excluded or edited by virtue of space or other reasons.  Private individuals may publish notices and advertisements, which the 

editors feel are of interest to members on a space available basis at the following rates: 3.75‖ x 1‖ - $40.00; 3.75‖ x 4.5‖ (quarter page) - $70.00; half page - $120.00; 

full page - $220.00.  For advertising information call AABANY at (718) 228-7206 or e-mail main@aabany.org. 

Letter from the President 

THE AABANY ADVOCATE 

 

Editor-in-Chief 

Naf Kwun 

Lee Anav Chung White & Kim LLP 

 

Executive Editor 

William Wang 

Lee Anav Chung White & Kim LLP 

 

Staff Writer 

Yashreeka Z. Huq 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

 

Guest Writers 

David Lat 

Simone Nguyen 

 

Photo Credits** 

Francis Chin 

Naf Kwun 

Corky Lee 

William Wang 

Kevin Wong 

Karen Zhou 
 

** All event photos by AABANY staff unless otherwise indicated. 

AABANY OFFICERS 

 

President 

William Wang 

Lee Anav Chung White & Kim LLP  

 

President–Elect 

Susan Shin 

Arnold & Porter LLP 

 

Immediate Past President  

Clara Ohr 

Lukoil Pan Americas, LLC 

 

Vice President of Finance and Development 

William Ng 

Littler Mendelson, PC 

 

Vice President of Programs and Operations 

Marianne Chow 

Hearst Corporation 

 

Treasurer 

Naf Kwun 

Lee Anav Chung White & Kim LLP 

 

Recording Secretary 

Ligee Gu 

Halperin Battaglia Benzija, LLP 

 

Membership Secretary 

Irene Tan 

AIG Property Casualty 

 

AABANY DIRECTORS 

 

Steven Chung 

NBCUniversal Media, LLC 

 

Mike Huang 

Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP 

 

Jean Lee 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

 

Robert Leung 

Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP 

 

Karen Lim 

Fross Zelnick Lehrman & Zissu P.C. 

 

Bobby Liu 

MD Sass Investor Services, Inc. 

 

Margaret T. Ling 

Skyline TRG Title Agency  

 

Tristan Loanzon 

Loanzon LLP 

 
Sonia Low 

The ONE Group Hospitality, Inc. 

 

Lawrence G. Wee 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

 

Pauline Yeung-Ha 

Grimaldi & Yeung LLP 

 

AABANY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Yang Chen 

 
 

T he Magna Carta, signed 

in 1215 in England by a 
group of barons seeking to 
rein in the tyranny of King 

John, is the foundation and 
inspiration for many basic 
rights that Americans hold 

dear today, including due 
process, trial by jury, habeas 
corpus, and freedom from 

arbitrary governmental au-
thority. The document was once looked upon 
as defining the inherent rights of English citizens 
and was later used by English colonial subjects 

to break free from colonial rule.  The Magna 
Carta, over the course of history, has been the 
cornerstone of many important documents, 

including the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the U.S. Bill of Rights, and is justly 
revered as an international symbol of the rule of 

law and individual liberties. 
 
Although our country’s fundamental principles 

trace their roots to the Magna Carta, the rule 
of law has not always ensured equal treatment 
for everyone under the law.  In 1882 Congress 

passed the Chinese Exclusion Act and restricted 
immigration into the United States of an entire 
ethnic group for the first time in American his-

tory.  The Chinese Exclusion Act and ensuing 
legislation remained the law of the land until 
Congress finally repealed it in 1943, preventing 

generations of people from Asia from legally 
immigrating to the United States.  Only three 
years ago, in 2012, the House of Representa-

tives unanimously passed a bipartisan resolution 
introduced by Congresswoman Judy Chu 
(California) to formally express the regret of 
the House of Representatives for the Chinese 

Exclusion Act of 1882 and other legislation that 
discriminated against people of Asian origin in 
the United States.   

 
In 2015, we also celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  The Voting 

Rights Act, signed into law by President Lyndon 
B. Johnson on August 6, 1965, aimed to over-

AABANY President  
William Wang 

come legal barriers at the state and local levels 

that prevented African Americans from exercis-
ing their right to vote under the 15th Amend-
ment.  The Voting Rights Act was viewed by 

many as the culmination of the legal struggle for 
civil rights in the United States.  The passage of 
the Voting Rights Act came nearly one hundred 

years after the passage of the Fifteenth Amend-
ment, ratified in 1870, which granted African 
Americans the constitutional right to vote.  

Since its passage, the Voting Rights Act has been 
amended to include the protection of voting 
rights for non-English speaking American citi-
zens.  Thanks to this historic legislation, my par-

ents and many immigrants are able to vote as 
naturalized U.S. citizens. 
 

Our history includes both reprehensible laws, 
such as the Chinese Exclusion Act, and landmark 
legislation enacted to move us forward, such as 

the Voting Rights Act.  The vitality of the Magna 
Carta in the 21st century is represented by the 
ability of the rule of law to promote justice and 

undo past injustices.  Today, the vitality of the 
Voting Rights Act is threatened by the Supreme 
Court’s controversial 2013 decision in Shelby 

County v. Holder.   The Court struck down Sec-
tion 4 of the Voting Rights Act and effectively 
eliminated Section 5 enforcement.  Many view 

the Court’s decision as a major step back in 
longstanding efforts to combat voting discrimina-
tion.  The right to vote is a fundamental liberty 

that is sacrosanct and must be protected.   
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. stated that ―the arc 

of the moral universe is long but it bends to-
wards justice.‖  On this Law Day marking the 
800th anniversary of the Magna Carta, we should 
all as lawyers and Americans continue to advo-

cate for justice and individual liberty and do our 
part to ensure that the ―arc of the moral uni-
verse‖ bends the right way. 

800 Years of Magna Carta: 

Fundamental Liberties Must be Protected* 
 

By William Wang 

AABANY President 

Reprinted with permission from the May 1, 2015 edition of the New 
York Law Journal © 2015 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights 

reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited. For 
information, contact 877-257-3382 or reprints@alm.com or 
visitwww.almeprints.com.  

tel:877-257-3382
mailto:reprints@alm.com
http://www.almeprints.com/
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Profile:  Hon. Rajeswari and Hon. Paek 

T he faces behind the benches are about to get more 

diverse. 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio will swear in 28 city judges Monday 

and more than half are minorities. The class of jurists, 
who will serve in criminal, civil and family courts 
throughout the five boroughs, include many firsts for 

New York, such as the first Korean American female 
judge and the first South Asian-American judge. Plus, 20 
of the judges are women. 

 
―To ensure New Yorkers have access to a fair, equita-
ble justice system, we need judges who are qualified, 
honest and reflective of the people of this city,‖ the 

mayor said in a statement. 
 
Twenty of the judges being sworn in are new appoint-

ees while the rest are re-appointees. Ten of the jurists 
are black, four are Hispanic, two are Asian and four 
identify as LGBT. amNewYork had the opportunity to 

speak with three of the new judges. 
 
Raja Rajeswari, 43, Staten Island Criminal Court 

Rajeswari grew up in Chennai, India and said from a very young 
age she wanted to promote justice. 
 

Her parents taught her to be open minded and respectful of 
people regardless of their gender, spirituality or upbringing and 
those lessons were ingrained in her. 

 
But that wasn't the same elsewhere. 
 

―Some of these friends of mine were brilliant in school, and 
they would make excellent teachers, doctors, professors if they 
were encouraged to study,‖ she said. 

 
Rajeswari and her mother moved to New York in 1988 while 
her father remained in India to help support them. She at-
tended the College of Staten Island and then Brooklyn Law 

School before starting her job at the Staten Island DA's office. 
 
Rajeswari, who is married and has a daughter, eventually be-

came the deputy chief of the borough's Special Victims Unit. 
―What struck me the most was the victims and the cases of the 
children and the women. It resonated with me because I've 

seen it all of my life,‖ she said. 
 
About a year and a half ago, Rajeswari said she thought about 

applying for a judgeship after her final conversation with her 
father before he passed away, in which he urged her to follow 
her dreams. This month, she made that dream a reality, be-

coming the first woman judge of South Asian background in 

New York City. 
 
She said she hopes the appointment will inspire women around 

the world to pursue legal careers and make a difference. 
―If you believe in something and work hard, you can achieve it,‖ 
she said. 

* * *  
Judge Kathryn Paek, 45, Manhattan Criminal Court 
Paek moved from South Korea to Queens with her parents and 

siblings when she was a child and caught the law bug when she 
interned at the Legal Aid Society during college at NYU. 
 
―What I wanted to do, is dig in deeper to the social issues,‖ she 

said. 
 
After graduating from Northwestern Law School in 1995, Paek 

worked for the Brooklyn and Nassau offices of the Legal Aid 
Society before serving as the chief of staff in the Office of Policy 
and Planning for the New York State Office of Court Admini-

stration. 
 
She said she enjoyed more of an administrative role but wanted 

to get back to court. 
 
―What was appealing for me was the tremendous amount of 

responsibility,‖ Paek said. 
 
That responsibility also extended to her heritage, since Paek is 

the first female Korean judge in the city. The judge said experi-
encing her parents[’] adjust[ment] to the American way of life 

(Continued on page 10) 

Diverse Group of NYC Judges Sworn in by  

Mayor [on April 27]*
 

 

By Ivan Pereira 
Writer for amNew York, reprinted with permission 

Photo by William Wang 

On April 27, Mayor De Blasio swore in or re-appointed 28 new city judges, 20 of whom were women. 
Among the new judges were Hon. Raja Rajeswari, Staten Island Criminal Court, and Hon. Kathryn 

Paek, Manhattan Criminal Court. Judge Rajeswari is noted as the first female South Asian Judge in 
New York and Judge Paek is noted as the first female Korean American judge in New York.  Pictured 
above is the induction ceremony.  AABANY congratulates trailblazers Hon. Rajeswari and Hon. Paek! 
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staging 22 Lewd Chinese Women, 
an acclaimed re-enactment of a 

19th-century Supreme Court 
case, Chy Lung v. Freeman; host-
ing its fifth annual fall confer-

ence, where it honored Judge 
Marilyn D. Go (my fellow Fili-
pino-American), for being a 

trailblazer in the profession, and 
Perkins Coie, for its commit-
ment to diversity; and launching 
the Don H. Liu Scholarship pro-

gram to cultivate future Asian 
American leaders in the legal 
profession (more on that be-

low). 
 
After Ohr’s speech, Jenny R. 

Yang, chair of the U.S. Equal 
Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, accepted the AABANY 

Women’s Leadership Award. 
Yang spoke about the role 
model she had in her mother, 

who went to law school full-
time when Yang was still in ele-
mentary school. Her mother 

defied stereotypes—far from 
being passive, she confronted 
the New Jersey bar over its lack 

of diversity and served as a 
founding member of the Na-
tional Asian Pacific American 

Bar Association (NAPABA)—
and eventually went on to serve as a judge in workers’ com-
pensation cases. Yang urged the lawyers and law students in 
the audience to follow the example of her mother by challeng-

ing stereotypes, by working to foster more inclusive environ-
ments in the legal profession, and by talking about issues like 
discrimination and diversity with their children. 

 
Following Yang’s remarks, Xerox general counsel Don 
Liu presented the Don H. Liu scholarships to two deserving 

recipients, in the amount of $15,000 each. The first went to 
Keli Huang, a student at Cardozo Law who came to the United 
States from China at age 8 and worked two jobs to put herself 

through school and help her struggling parents. The second 
went to Michelle Li, who also came to the U.S. from China as a 
child, and who worked 14-hour days as a waitress before 

graduating from Amherst College and matriculating at NYU 
Law, where she is now a 1L. 
 

The evening’s next award, the AABANY Corporate Counsel 
Leadership Award, went to An-Ping Hsieh, vice president and 
general counsel at Hubbell Incorporated. In his acceptance 

speech, Hsieh cited the wisdom of his father, who told Hsieh 
that while you shouldn’t worry about what you can’t control, 
you control more than you think. Hsieh urged the audience to 

(Continued from page 1) 

Photo by Karen Zhou 

Photo by Corky Lee 

Photo by Karen Zhou 

Photo by Corky Lee 

TOP LEFT:  Incoming and outgoing Board members gather for a photo op. 
TOP RIGHT: Don Liu presents a $15,000 scholarship to Michelle Li. 

CENTER LEFT:  Platinum sponsors Planet Data enjoy the VIP cocktail reception. 
CENTER RIGHT:  Public Service Leadership Award recipient Hon. Preet Bharara takes 
time out to take a selfie with Annual Dinner attendees. 
BOTTOM LEFT:  AABANY leaders and staff relax and celebrate a job well done. 

BOTTOM RIGHT:  Emcee Richard Liu tests President-Elect Susan Shin, Incoming Presi-
dent William Wang, and Outgoing President Clara Ohr’s knowledge of AABANY trivia. 

work harder at increasing the presence of Asian Americans in 

positions of corporate leadership. 
 
The final honor of the evening, the AABANY Public Service 

Leadership Award, went to Preet Bharara, U.S. Attorney for 
the Southern District of New York. He began his keynote by 
joking that he misheard his assistant when he got the news of 

the honor: ―I’m getting an award from Albany? I find that hard 
to believe.‖ (Bharara isn’t the most popular prosecutor in Al-
bany right now due to his pending prosecution of former New 

York State Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver.) 
 
Bharara thanked his colleagues, the women and men of the 
S.D.N.Y., and noted that when you surround yourself with 

smart, hardworking people, the awards and accolades will natu-
rally follow. He then delivered a stirring oration about the 

(Continued on page 10) 

AABANY Annual Dinner, cont’d 

Photo by Karen Zhou 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/codeswitch/2013/11/09/243791153/legal-drama-asian-american-law-group-relives-infamous-cases
http://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/92/275/case.html
http://www.aabany.org/?page=454
http://www.aabany.org/?page=454
http://www.aabany.org/?page=447
http://www.aabany.org/?page=447
http://www.eeoc.gov/eeoc/yang.cfm
http://www.eeoc.gov/eeoc/yang.cfm
http://www.xerox.com/about-xerox/executive-leadership/corporate-officers/don-liu-biography/enus.html
http://www.xerox.com/about-xerox/executive-leadership/corporate-officers/don-liu-biography/enus.html
https://www.linkedin.com/pub/an-ping-hsieh/20/45b/27
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preet_Bharara
http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/Sheldon-Silver/
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AABANY Feature:  Trial Re-enactment Team 

AABANY Trial Re-enactment Team Performs at the New-

York Historical Society 

 
By  Yang Chen 

AABANY Executive Director 

O n Saturday, May 16, 2015 AABANY’s trial re-enactment 

team, led by Hon. Denny Chin and Kathy Hirata Chin, 
performed again at the New-York Historical Society, this time 
re-enacting the Heart Mountain Draft Resisters case. 

 
Before an audience of more than 100 on a Saturday morning, 
the team presented a slightly truncated version of the script. 

The Heart Mountain case tells the story of Japanese American 
internees at Heart Mountain, Wyoming who refused to sign up 
for the draft to protest the removal of Japanese American citi-

zens from their homes without due process during World War 
II. 
 
The performance was followed by a discussion moderated by 

Judge Chin, in which Kathy Hirata Chin, Hon. Kiyo Matsumoto, 
Vincent Chang and David Weinberg took part. 
 

Kathy Chin, herself the daughter of a Japanese-American father 
who served in the military, shared her recollections from her 
own family about the Heart Mountain draft resisters. She be-

lieved that her father would not have approved of this re-

(Continued on page 9) 

Kathy Hirata Chin narrates that the Hon. Louis E. Goodman (played by Susan Moon) 
was a relatively new judge from the Northern District of California when he traveled to 

Eureka to hear the case of the draft resisters in Tule Lake. "Eureka had been well known 
for its anti-Asian sentiment since 1885, when all Chinese were expelled from the county 

and banned forever." 
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AABANY Feature:  First Quarter 2015 Review 

AABANY First Quarter 2015 Review 

 
By Simone Nguyen 
AABANY Program Associate 

F or AABANY, the three months from February 2015 to 

April 2015 have been an exciting period of ―Charting New 
Frontiers,‖ a theme adopted at AABANY’s 26th Annual Dinner 
on February 25, 2015 at Cipriani Wall Street. This quarter has 

been busy with festive events, educational panels, engaging so-
cial gatherings, and important community outreach with our 
many leaders, members, and friends.  

 
Annual Meeting 
February 12, 2015  We elected our 2015-2016 Board of Offi-

cers and Directors and recognized the accomplishments of 
AABANY in 2014-2015.  Our general membership elected: 
 President-Elect: Susan Shin, Partner at Arnold & Porter LLP; 
 Vice President, Programs and Operations: Marianne Chow, 

Corporate Counsel at Hearst Corporation; 
 Vice President, Finance and Development: William Ng, Associ-

ate at Littler Mendelson, P.C.; 

 Treasurer: Naf Kwun, Associate at Lee Anav Chung White 
& Kim LLP; 

 Recording Secretary: Ligee Gu, Associate at Halperin Battaglia 

Benzija LLP; and 
 Membership Secretary: Irene Tan, Associate Counsel at AIG 

Property Casualty. 

 
The following members were elected to serve as Directors for 
a term of two years: 

 Mike Huang, Partner at Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP; 
 Bobby Liu, General Counsel at M.D. Sass; 
 Tristan Loanzon, Partner at Loanzon LLP; 

 Sonia Low, General Counsel at The ONE Group Hospital-
ity; and 

 Larry Wee, Partner at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 

Garrison LLP. 
 
The Women’s Committee, led by Marianne Chow, Naf Kwun 

and Sapna Palla, won the Committee of the Year award.  
For a full list of new and returning Committee Chairs during 
this term, visit:  http://www.aabany.org/?page=CommitteesPage 
 

Awards and Recognition 
AABANY recognizes and congratulates the following members 
and friends who have achieved success and garnered recogni-

tion in different fields of law: 

 Hon. Raja Rajeswari, Staten Island Criminal Court, was 

sworn in by Mayor De Blasio on April 27, 2015 as the first 
female South Asian judge in New York. 

 Hon. Kathryn Paek, Manhattan Criminal Court, was sworn 

in by Mayor De Blasio on April 27, 2015 as the first female 
Korean American judge in New York. 

 Hon. Doris Ling-Cohan has been named among the 75 

most accomplished female attorneys by the National Law Jour-
nal. 

 Hon. Jeffrey Oing was honored at the 39th Annual Jewish 

Lawyers Guild Dinner held at the New York Hilton on March 
26, 2015. 

 Hon. Denny Chin received the New York State Bar Asso-
ciation’s Hon. George Bundy Smith Pioneer Award at its 9th 

Annual Smooth Moves Program for attorneys of color. 
 Assemblyman Ron Kim, District 40, has been named by 

Speaker Carl Heastie as the Head of the Legislative Task 

Force on New Americans. 
 Kin W. Ng was promoted to Chief of the Immigration 

Fraud Unit in the Kings County District Attorney’s Office. 

 Kenneth Chin, Partner at Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel 
LLP has been inducted as a Fellow into the American College 
of Commercial Finance Lawyers. 

 Huhnsik Chung, AABANY Advisory Committee Member 
has joined Baker & McKenzie LLP’s North American Banking, 
Finance, & Major Projects Practice Group as a Partner in 

New York. 
 Dev Sen, a former AABANY Board Director, has joined 

Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP’s Corporate Group as a Part-

ner. 
 Don H. Liu, AABANY Advisory Committee Member, was 

honored at the Korean American League for Civic Action’s 

15th Anniversary Benefit Gala.  Don was also honored on 
February 17, 2015 at the New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest Law & Society Awards Luncheon at the Wal-

dorf=Astoria. 
 Kathy Hirata Chin, Partner at Cadwalader, Wickersham & 

Taft LLP and driving force behind AABANY’s trial re-
enactments, was named one of New York Law Journal’s Diver-

sity Initiative Honorees. She was also named one of the New 
York City Bar Association’s 2015 Diversity & Inclusion 
Champion Award Winners. 

 Rosemary Yu, AABANY Prosecutors’ Committee Co-
Chair, received the NYPD Asian Jade 
Society’s Lifetime Community Service 

Award. 
 Vinoo Varghese, former AABANY 
Board Director, was honored by 

Brooklyn Law School’s APALSA as 
recipient of its Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

 Daniel Kim, Associate General 

(Continued on page 7) At the Annual Meeting on February 12, 2015, the general membership elected Officers and Directors to serve for the 2015 
fiscal year.  Pictured above are the incoming and outgoing Officers and Directors . 

http://www.aabany.org/resource/resmgr/Docs/Mike_Huang.pdf
http://www.aabany.org/resource/resmgr/Docs/Bobby_Liu.pdf
http://www.aabany.org/resource/resmgr/Docs/Tristan_Loanzon.pdf
http://www.aabany.org/resource/resmgr/Docs/Sonia_Low.pdf
http://www.aabany.org/resource/resmgr/Docs/Larry_Wee.pdf
http://www.aabany.org/?page=CommitteesPage
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AABANY Feature, cont’d:  1Q2015 Review 

Counsel at UBS Financial Services, was honored by Brooklyn 
Law School’s APALSA as recipient of its Achievement of the 

Year Award. 
 Lisa Lim, Partner at Akerman LLP, was named one of Sokol 

Media’s ―15 Women to Watch in Real Estate 2015.‖ 

 
Special Events 
February 25, 2015  26th Annual Dinner (please see page 1).   

 
March 28, 2015 & April 
4, 2015 AABANY, 
together with the 

Asian and Asian 
American alumni asso-
ciations of Harvard 

Business School, Yale, 
Binghamton and Cor-
nell, organized special 

group tours of the 
“Chinese Ameri-
can: Exclusion / In-

clusion” exhibit at 
the New-York Histori-
cal Society. More than 

160 people came to 
see this wonderful and 
worthwhile exhibit. 

AABANY was greatly 
assisted by guides who 
shared their wealth of 

knowledge and insight:  
Rocky Chin, a founder 
of AABANY and an 

advocate for the APA 
community; Corky 
Lee, legendary photog-
rapher documenting 

the APA community 
for nearly four dec-
ades; Amy Chin, 

whose family history is 
told in the exhibit; and 
Amy Chu, the writer 

who helped to create 
the 12-panel graphic 
story version of Amy Chin’s family history. Among other topics, 

attendees learned of the Chinese Exclusion Acts, fraught his-
tory of trade with China, and bureaucratic immigration prac-
tices against Chinese Americans. We were honored to share 

and learn about this important yet all-too-often overlooked 
part of American History.  
 

Panels and CLEs 
February 4, 2015 As part of their Get-On-Track Career Panels, 
our Career Placement Committee, Young Lawyers Committee, 

and Membership Committee held Switching Tracks: Alter-
native Careers for Lawyers at Dechert LLP. The panel was 
a candid discussion of what happens when an attorney no 

(Continued from page 6) longer wants to practice law. Our panelists, former attorneys 

who have made the transition into non-legal careers, shared 
honest advice and personal experiences on how and why a per-
son might leave the law, before an audience of approximately 

50 people. Panelists included: Chia Kang, Senior Lateral Recruit-
ing Coordinator at Ropes & Gray LLP; David Lat, Founder and 
Managing Editor of Above the Law and Author of Supreme Ambi-

tions; John Schowengerdt, Senior Vice President – Ethics Officer 
at Citibank; and Peter Kim, Executive Director of the Museum 
of Food and Drink. Then-AABANY Vice President Gurinder 

Singh moderated. The panelists and audience members then 
met at Windfall Lounge for drinks and more conversation.  
 
February 5, 2015 Navigat-

ing the Maze of What 
is Eligible for Patent 
Protection, a CLE hosted 

by the IP Committee and 
held at Wiggin and Dana 
LLP, concerned the ins-

and-outs and implications 
of recent Supreme Court 
decisions.  Our panelists 

put software, business 
methods, biologic materi-
als, and medical diagnostic 

tools under the microscope to examine the ever-changing defi-
nition of ―intellectual property.‖ Approximately 20 people at-
tended and 1.0 CLE credit was awarded in Areas of Profes-

sional Practice. 
 
February 24, 2015  The Real Estate Committee and Solo & 

Small Firm Practice Committee, in co-sponsorship with the 
Asian Real Estate Association of America–New York East 
Chapter and Chase Bank held New Construction and Reno-

vations – The Process: Legal, Financing, Title, and Mu-
nicipal Approvals and Lunar New Year Celebration at 
Mudan Banquet Hall in Flushing, Queens. Among the panelists 
were AABANY member Robert B. Moy, Esq., Partner, For-

chelli, Curto, Deegan, Schwartz, Mineo & Terrana, LLP, and 
Margaret Ling, Co-Chair of the Real Estate Committee and 
AABANY Director.  More than 120 people registered for this 

program, which included a delicious buffet dinner and a lion 
dance, in celebration of the Lunar New Year. AABANY mem-
bers received 1.0 CLE credit in Areas of Professional Practice. 

 
February 28, 2015 We were proud 
to once again co-sponsor and pro-

vide CLE accreditation for the Co-
lumbia University APALSA’s Con-
ference, Ramen Soup for the 

Soul: Inspiration for Asian Pa-
cific Americans in Law and 
Government. Several AABANY 

members spoke on one of the sev-
eral panels offered: Women in Law, 
Post 9/11 Racial Bias, Entrepre-

neurship, and Immigration. The 
event provided students from Co-

(Continued on page 8) 

TOP:  AABANY helped organize special group tours of 
the “Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion” exhibit at 

the New York Historical Society. 
CENTER:  One of four groups on April 4 about to enter 
the exhibit, led by Corky Lee, one of our volunteer 
guides. 

BOTTOM:  Corky Lee tells the history of early Chinese 
immigration in the United States, before the Exclusion 
Acts. 

“Navigating the Maze” was a follow-up to last 
year’s CLE, “Patents 101:  What Can be Pro-

tected by Patent Rights.” 

Hon. Pamela Chen (EDNY) delivered 
an inspiring speech at “Ramen Soup” 

about her personal journey in the 
public interest. 
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AABANY Feature, cont’d:  1Q2015 Review 

lumbia University and other New York area law schools with 
insight from practicing attorneys. 

 
March 19, 2015 Former AABANY intern Kevin Wong organ-
ized the St. John’s School of Law Diversity Bar Association 

Panel featuring AABANY, the New York City Bar Association, 
Hispanic National Bar Association, Korean American Lawyers 
Association of Greater New York, and others in a discussion of 

the benefits to students of joining bar associations and taking 
advantage of their programs. 

 
March 26, 2015 Asian 

Women in Business 
hosted their Fifth 
Raising the Bar Fo-

rum: Asian Women 
Partners in Major 
Firms, featuring two of 

AABANY’s 2014-2015 
Board D ire ct or s , 
Teena-Ann Sankoorikal 

of Cravath, Swaine & 
Moore LLP and Susan 
Shin of Arnold & Porter 

LLP. Hosted at Nixon 
Peabody LLP to a full-capacity room of about 60 people, the 
event delved into the real experiences of Asian women who 

have successfully navigated the waters of BigLaw. Teena-Ann 
and Susan were joined by Jasmine Ball of Debevoise & Plimpton 
LLP, and Linda Ji of Nixon Peabody LLP.  Alice Young, Retired 

Partner of Kaye Scholer LLP and first minority woman attorney 
to be the resident managing partner of a law firm’s New York 
branch office, moderated. Before an audience of both lawyers 

and non-lawyers, the women shared their personal stories with 
one major takeaway—good judgment is key, which includes the 
ability to do excellent work, demonstrate emotional intelli-
gence, and reflect on mistakes and self-improve, perhaps with 

the help of mentors and sponsors.  
 
March 31, 2015 Hon. Lorna G. Schofield, United States District 

Judge for the Southern District of New York, presented the 
15th Annual Korematsu Lecture at New York University 
School of Law. Judge Schofield’s lecture, entitled ―A New Judge 

and an Old Problem: A View of Bias from the Bench,‖ touched 
on the challenge of bias in judges and juries. She spoke about 
the importance of having a diverse jury to help attain impartial-

ity in trials. Judge Schofield also shared her personal history of 
growing up in a place and time of less diversity and then coming 
to New York to study law and experiencing a vastly diverse 

city.  
 
April 1, 2015 Our Women’s Com-

mittee and Immigration & Nation-
ality Law Committee hosted a 
special Book Reading & Signing 

(Continued from page 7) of Melissa Schneider’s The Ugly Wife is a Treasure at 

Home, a collection of true stories of love and marriage during 
Communist China. Melissa, who had moved to China two days 
after her own wedding, traced China’s tumultuous politics and 

history through interviews with many, many Chinese citizens 
on the most intimate details of their personal lives. The over-
arching lesson was that love is hard in any time and that it does 

not exist in a cultural vacuum. 
 
April 2, 2015 Practic-

ing Attorneys for 
Law Students (PALS) 
held a career panel 
and networking re-

ception on Careers 
in Compliance at 
Debevoise & Plimp-

ton LLP, featuring 
our Immediate Past 
President Clara J. 

Ohr, Legal Counsel and Compliance Officer, LUKOIL Pan 
Americas, LLC, among other distinguished panelists from Mor-
gan Stanley and Pfizer. The panel showcased attorneys with 

careers in the field of compliance, providing law students and 
junior attorneys of color with a general understanding of their 
position, career path, perspectives, and the growing opportuni-

ties for attorneys interested in pursuing a career in compliance. 
 
April 28, 2015 AA-

BANY’s Real Estate 
Committee held a CLE 
entitled, ―What? No 

mo re  HUD -1? 
What You Need to 
Know About the 

New Closing Dis-
closure Form.‖ The 
event was held at Bank 
of America Home 

Loans Center. Speak-
ers included Margaret 
T. Ling, Esq., Senior 

Counsel and VP of First Nationwide Title Agency, LLC and Real 
Estate Committee Co-Chair; and Hon K. Lai, Attorney at 
Vanchieri & Ferrier LLP. Co-sponsors include AREAA-New 

York East Chapter, First Nationwide Title, LLC, and Vanchieri 
& Ferrier LLP. Attendees received 1.0 CLE credit in Areas of 
Professional Practice. 

 
Community Outreach 
February 12, 2015 & April 30, 2015 AABANY co-sponsored 

AALDEF’s DACA/DAPA Trainings. A significant number 
of Asian immigrants are among an estimated 300,000 additional 
undocumented individuals who may benefit from an expansion 

of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (―DACA‖) pro-
gram, which offers young people temporary relief from the 
threat of deportation and allows them to obtain employment 

authorization. Last November, the Obama administration an-
nounced the expansion of DACA and the creation of a new 

(Continued on page 9) 

Teena-Ann Sankoorikal, AABANY Director 2014-15 
(center) and Susan Shin, AABANY President Elect 

(center right), shared keys to succeeding in BigLaw. 

Immediate Past President Clara Ohr (second from left) 
discussed the difference between legal work and compli-

ance work. 

Author Melissa Schneider leads a reading at 
Kinokuniya Bookstore in Midtown of her book on 

love and marriage during Communist China. Photo by  Naf Kwun 

Photo by  Francis Chin 

“What? No more HUD-1?” was organized by Real Estate 
Committee Co-Chairs Margaret Ling (third from right), 

Wendy Yu (not pictured), and Cary Chan (far right). 
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About the Author:  Yang Chen is the Executive Director of AABANY, 

a position he has held since August 2009, and former President of AA-

BANY (2008-2009).  Prior to his current position, Yang was a partner in 

the firm of Constantine Cannon, and among the firm’s founding members. 

David Weinberg, who created 

the slides that accompany 
the re-enactment, noted that 
legendary photographer 
Dorothea Lange took many 

of the photos from the intern-

ment camps. 

The AABANY Heart Mountain trial re-enactment team. 

Trial Re-enactment cont’d 

About the Author:  Simone Nguyen is AABANY’s Program Associate.  

She is a graduate of Columbia University, where she studied English and 

Comparative Literature and East Asian Languages and Cultures. 

DAPA program, which was expected to begin in May 2015. 

AABANY supported AALDEF’s efforts in seeking pro bono 
counsel to represent eligible people who qualify under these 
deferred action programs. 

 
April 17, 2015 In 
conjunction with 

the Korean Ameri-
can League for 
Civic Action and 

CUNY’s Asian 
Amer ican /As ian 
Research Institute, 
AABANY’s Issues 

Committee led a 
Forum on the 
Proposed Revi-

sions to the Spe-
cialized High School Admissions Test, a hot-button issue 
in the New York public school system. Almost 100 community 

members, including parents, teachers, alumni of NYC’s special-
ized high schools, and more, gathered to hear opposing sides of 
the issue.  Admission to specialized high schools based on the 

SHSAT alone has led to an overwhelming majority of students 
of Asian American heritage. The NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund filed a complaint in September 2012 against the 

New York City Department of Education and the New York 
State Department of Education alleging that the SHSAT had a 
disparate impact on black and Latino applicants for specialized 

high school admissions, in violation of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. The evening included a special screening of Tested, a 
documentary about a diverse group of eighth graders struggling 

to gain admission to one of these elite high schools. After hear-
ing heated arguments, the panel found that it agreed on quite a 
bit—that it is a shame that there are not better options for 

black and Latino neighborhoods, that awareness needs to be 
raised about the test, and that the state of options for under-
privileged students of all minority background—black, Latino, 
and Asian students—is an embarrassment.  

Nearly 100 members of the community gathered to discuss 
the merits and the shortcomings of the SHSAT and the 

admissions process at NYC’s specialized high schools. 

enactment, given his military background and his views about 
draft dodgers. Kathy noted that her brother did see this re-

enactment performed on a previous occasion, and he, like her, 
saw the draft resisters in a different light after learning more 
about the cases. 

 
Judge Matsumoto’s family was interned during the war, and she 
recalled that it was not a subject that was discussed much at 

home while she was growing up. 
 
During the question-and-answer portion of the program, many 
audience members took the opportunity to pose questions to 

the panel. Many high school and college students were in the 
audience, and the last question went to a high school student 

(Continued from page 5) 

who asked what happened to the internees once they were 

released and went back to their lives. The harsh truth was that 
most of the internees lost their homes and had no jobs to go 
back to. Yet, many of the internees were able to put their lives 

back together, and as reported recently in The New York Times, 
there were instances of kindness exhibited by white and Chi-
nese neighbors of internees who had bought the internees’ 

homes, maintained them, and re-sold the homes back to the 
internees after they were released. 
 

AABANY thanks the New-York Historical Society for allowing 
us to share the history of Asian Americans that would other-
wise go unnoticed, especially during APA Heritage Month, with 
a wider and highly engaged audience. 

 
To learn more about this trial re-enactment contact AA-
BANY’s Executive Director, Yang Chen at  

yang.chen@aabany.org. Scripts for the first five  
re-enactments can be found online at the AABANY Law Re-
view website.   

Last June, Judge Chin and Kathy Hirata Chin performed the Heart Mountain re-
enactment in Wyoming, near the Heart Mountain internment camp. One of the draft 

resisters, Yoshito Kuromiya, was in the production, and he played himself. Mr. Kuromiya 

was 94 years old at the time. 

mailto:yang.chen@aabany.org
http://www.aabanylawreview.org/current-issue/
http://www.aabanylawreview.org/current-issue/
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Sponsor Spotlight, cont’d Diverse NYC Judges, cont’d 

Summit is a premier full-service financial printer, specializing in 
document management, composition, EDGAR filings, XBRL 

reporting, printing and distribution of corporate disclosures, 
shareholder communications, IPOs, 144A’s, M&A, and other 
major transactions,  investor, regulatory/compliance materials.  

We differentiate ourselves through our industry expertise, 
rapid turnaround times and unwavering focus on service excel-
lence. 

 
Summit is the second largest provider of EDGAR services to 
over 1,000 public companies and 120 leading law firms.  
 

At Summit, personal and attentive service is one of our key 
strengths.  Our customer service representatives are skilled 
professionals who are trained and experienced project manag-

ers.  Each CSR has a minimum of twelve years of experience in 
the industry. Summit’s clients receive fast and accurate execu-
tion from a knowledgeable team.  

 
Summit also provides superior value and cost savings.  Our final 
invoices are typically 50% less than our competitors’ invoices. 

Why? Summit is not burdened with the legacy infrastructure 
that our competitors still support and we do not have the lay-
ers of unnecessary management and related expense.   

 
Summit uses the latest technology where many of the processes 
that are necessary to complete a transaction can be completed 

with a single click of a button.  This advantage has proven to 
speed up transactions by as much as 4-5 hours per day as it 
relates to the service we provide.  

 
Summit specializes in: 

 Initial Public Offerings; 

 High Yield & High Grade Debt Offerings; 
 CMBS & ABS Markets; 
 Mergers & Acquisitions; 
 SEC EDGAR Filings; 

 Annual Reports/ Proxy Statements; 
 Structured Products (FWP filings); 
 Mutual Funds; 

 Private Placement Memorandums; 
 Virtual Data Room - Summit SmartRoom; 
 Summit Translation Services; and 

 XBRL Solutions, Summit’s division of EDGARFilings is 
one of the largest EDGAR filing agents in the world, 
serving thousands of clients, including Fortune 500 

companies and Am Law 100 law firms.  One out of 
every three filings is made using our software and/or 
services.  

 
Many of our team members are from Hong Kong, Korea, Tai-
wan, the Philippines and India to name a few and it brings a 

source of pride to say Summit supports an organization that 
recognizes the efforts and achievements from the Asian Ameri-
can Community.  We give many thanks to AABANY Corporate 

Law Committee Co-Chairs, Lawrence Wee and Dwight Yoo, 
for their continued support and guidance. 

(Continued from page 1) 

About the Author:  David Lat is the founder and managing editor of Above the 

Law.  His writing has also appeared in the New York Times, the Wall Street Jour-

nal, and the Washington Post, among other publications.  Previously, David worked 

as a federal prosecutor, litigation associate and law clerk.  David just published his 

first novel, Supreme Ambitions. 

gave her a first hand look at how immigrant residents can strug-
gle to comprehend the law. 

 
―There is a particular voice that I can give,‖ she said. ―I think I 
have a more global understanding of what the issues are and 

where the pressure points are in the system.‖  

(Continued from page 3) 

* Reprinted with permission from the April 26, 2015 edition of amNew York.  All rights 
reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited. For information, con-

tact 631-843-2606 or visit http://www.amny.com. 

greatness of Amer-
ica, noting that his 

father—who came 
from a small village 
in Punjab, didn’t 

always have run-
ning water growing 
up, and was the 

first member of his 
family to go to col-
lege—went on to 
see his two sons 

live the American 
Dream. Preet Bharara serves as the U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District, one of the top jobs in the entire legal profes-

sion, and Preet’s brother Vinnie started Quidsi, the parent com-
pany of Diapers.com and Soap.com, which ultimately sold to 
Amazon.com for $540 million. 

 
As I joined the standing ovation for Preet Bharara at the end of 
his excellent speech—as inspiring as his Harvard Law com-

mencement speech, even if not quite as entertaining—I thought 
to myself that Bharara would be a natural for elective office. In 
my observation, U.S. Attorneys fall into two molds: the bookish, 

introverted types, who often go on to become judges, and the 
eloquent, extroverted types, who often go on to become politi-
cians. Bharara belongs in the latter camp, and as the Obama 

Administration enters its final days, he must surely be giving 
some thought to what he might do next. 
 

The evening concluded with remarks from William Wang, in-
coming president of AABANY. He cited Fresh Off the Boat, the 
new television comedy based on the bestselling book by 

restaura[n]teur (and former lawyer) Eddie Huang, and the game 
plan of young Eddie on the show: ―Get a seat at the table. Meet 
Shaq. Change the game.‖ Wang urged the law students and 
young lawyers in the room to take advantage of the networking 

opportunities offered by the evening, telling them that ―there’s a 
Shaq at every table.‖ If younger and more-senior members of 
the Asian American bar join forces and collaborate, together we 

can change the game.  

(Continued from page 4) 

Hon. Preet Bharara tells a captivated audience about his 
family’s humble beginnings and pursuit of the American 

Dream. 

Photo by Corky Lee 

tel:631-843-2606
http://www.amny.com/
http://abovethelaw.com/2014/05/preet-bhararas-awesome-harvard-law-commencement-speech/
http://abovethelaw.com/2014/05/preet-bhararas-awesome-harvard-law-commencement-speech/
http://www.leeanavchung.com/index.php/attorneys/23-william-wang
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Huang
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