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A t MetLife, diversity is core to our business, em-

bedded at all levels of our company with clear 
accountability for success. Our commitment to di-
versity and inclusion makes MetLife a more competi-

tive company and allows us to better serve our cus-
tomers, attract and retain the best talent, and do 
business with the best companies and suppliers 

around the world. It brings to MetLife fresh perspec-
tives, new ways of thinking and more innovative 
products. It helps build relationships in the commu-

nities we serve and helps support our brand. At 
MetLife, diversity is a key driver of business per-
formance and creates lasting shareholder value. 
What this means is that we recognize and appreciate 

that our customers come from many different cul-
tures, speak many different languages, and have 

(Continued on page 10) 

Successful Third Annual Conference Held at 

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, LLP 

By Yang Chen 

AABANY Executive Director 

O n September 15, 2012, a beautiful autumn Sat-

urday, AABANY held its Third Annual Fall 
Conference at the New York offices of Gibson, 
Dunn & Crutcher, LLP. 

 
It was the biggest and most successful Fall Confer-
ence to date. More than 220 attendees came out for 

a day fully loaded with a variety of programs and 
events. They could choose from eight CLE programs 
on topics that ranged from legal issues surrounding 

social media in the workplace to U.S.-Asia data pri-
vacy to redistricting.  
 
―Fighting Real Estate and Mortgage Fraud,‖ a CLE 

organized by the Real Estate Committee, returned 
for its third straight year, with compelling speakers 
sharing their experiences and insights. 

 
The General Counsel Roundtable proved yet again 
to be a major draw, garnering raves for the stellar 

panel of General Counsels that included Vernon 

Chu of BBC Worldwide Americas, An-Ping Hsieh 
of Hubbell Incorporated, Michael Lewis of Lukoil 

(Continued on page 6) 
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A very packed conference room for the always popular General 
Counsel Roundtable. 

Photo by Yang Chen 

The Advocate regularly spotlights AABANY’s corporate sponsors and 

gives our sponsors an opportunity to showcase how their work aligns 
with AABANY’s mission and contributes to the legal community at large.  

Attendees from MetLife at the AABANY 2012 Annual Dinner including Blossom Kan, Assistant General 

Counsel at MetLife Insurance Company (top row, second from right). 

Photo by Corky Lee 
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D ear AABANY Members and Friends: 

 
As we enter the winter 
season, we look back on 

a highly productive and 
eventful fall 2012. 
 

Fall was also filled with 
honors, recognitions and 
achievements, some of 

historic proportions.  
We congratulate: 
 
Grace Meng, the first 

Asian American Con-
gresswoman from New York. 
 

Lorna Schofield, confirmed as a United States 
District Judge, Southern District of New York, 
the first Article III judge of Filipino descent in 

United States history. 
 
Hon. Randall T. Eng, appointed by Governor 

Cuomo to become Presiding Justice, Appellate 
Division, Second Department, the first Asian 
American to serve as Presiding Justice in New 

York history. 
 
Glenn Lau-Kee, nominated by the NYSBA 

Nominating Committee to be President-elect 
effective June 2013, the first Asian American to 
be so nominated. 

 
Kathy Hirata Chin, nominated by the New 
York State Commission on Judicial Nomination 

as one of seven candidates found ―well quali-
fied‖ to fill the vacancy created by the retire-
ment of Hon. Carmen Beauchamp Ciparick. 

The AABANY newsletter endeavors to share in a non-partisan fashion information of concern to the Asian American legal community of New York.  The officers and 

directors of AABANY do not necessarily share or endorse any particular view expressed in articles published in this newsletter.  Statements published herein are 

those of persons concerned about the Asian American legal community and willing to share their concerns with their colleagues .  Proposed articles or letters to the 

editor should be sent to AABANY Newsletter, Asian American  Bar Association, Grand Central Station, P.O. Box 3656, New York, NY 10163-3656 or e-mail: 

main@aabany.org; submissions may be excluded or edited by virtue of space or other reasons.  Private individuals may publish notices and advertisements, which the 

editors feel are of interest to members on a space available basis at the following rates: 3.75‖ x 1‖ - $25.00; 3.75‖ x 1‖ - $40.00; 3.75‖ x 4.5‖ (quarter page) - $70.00; 

half page - $120.00; full page - $220.00.  For advertising information call William Wang at 212-336-2204 or e-mail wwang78@gmail.com. 

Letter from the President 

 

Chanwoo Lee, honored at the 31st Annual 
Rivers, Toney and Watson Dinner Dance or-
ganized by the Judicial Friends. 

 
Hon. Doris Ling-Cohan, re-elected to Presi-
dent of the NAPABA Judicial Council.  Hon. 

Denny Chin was re-elected Treasurer and 
Hon. Marilyn Go was elected Secretary. 
 

Judy Kim, NAPABA Northeast Regional Gov-
ernor, appointed for a two-year term on the 
NAPABA Board.  The Northeast Region en-
compasses 10 states: Connecticut, Delaware, 

Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont. It also includes Canada. 

 
Steve Choi, Rio Guerrero, Blossom Kan, 
Teena-Ann V. Sankoorikal, and Vinoo 

Varghese, 2012 recipients of the Best Lawyers 
Under 40 Award presented by NAPABA. 
 

I hope you will join us as we gear up for 2013, 
starting with our Mentor/Mentee Reception on 
January 16, and Annual Meeting of the member-

ship on January 24, 2013 at Cravath, Swain & 
Moore, LLP at 7:00 PM.  
 

I wish you a very happy new year and look for-
ward to seeing you in 2013! 
 

  With warmest regards,  
   
    

   Jean Lee  
   President 

AABANY President Jean Lee 

AABANY members at NAPABA’s 24th Annual National Convention in Washington, D.C.  
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AABANY Profile:  Steve Choi 

Steve Choi: Organizing a Voice for Our Community 
 
By William Wang 

ADVOCATE Editor-In-Chief 

T o borrow from the Yiddish 

language, Steve Choi is a 
mensch.  Steve Choi is a commu-
nity organizer, an advocate for 

civil rights, and a voice for our 
community.  Currently Execu-
tive Director of the MinKwon 

Center for Community Action, 
Steve Choi was recently hon-
ored by the National Asian Pa-

cific American Bar Association 
as one of its Best Lawyer’s Un-
der 40, at this year’s national 
conference in Washington, D.C.  

As Executive Director of Min-
Kwon, Steve oversees the community-based organization in all 
of its community organizing, social services, civic participation 

and youth empowerment programs.  Steve led an expansion of 
MinKwon from a staff of 7 and a budget of $450,000 to a staff 
of 15 and a budget of $1 million during his short tenure as E.D.   

 
Advocate: Thanks for taking the time out to speak with 
us.  Starting out simple, how have you been involved in 

the Asian Pacific American community? 
 
Steve Choi: I've been involved in a number of ways - I knew 

ever since before law school that I would be involved in and 
working for the APA community.  As a law student, I was a 
summer intern at both APALC (Asian Pacific American Legal 

Center) in my 1L year and AALDEF in my 2L year.  After law 
school, I received a Skadden Fellowship to start the Korean 
Lawyers Project at AALDEF in 2004 to provide free legal ser-

vices and outreach to low-income Korean workers.  Since 2007, 
I've been at the MinKwon Center for Community Action, 
which is based in Flushing and engages in organizing, advocacy, 

legal services, voter engagement, and youth empowerment.  

I've also been involved in the New York Asian and Korean bar 
associations, and served as a Founding Member of Korean 
Americans for Political Advancement. 

 
What are some challenges you faced in your legal ca-
reer? 

 
I think that my career at AALDEF was a great experience for 
me to get litigation experience, but also illustrated the difficul-

ties of public interest lawyering.  Many young lawyers (such as 
myself) come in ready to change the world, but you realize 
early on that litigation is just one of many tools to fight for so-
cial justice.  I won many cases on behalf of my clients, but did I 

really make their lives that much better through those cases?  
Did I change the 
underlying forces 

at work?  No 
matter how well 
we succeeded in 

the courtroom, I 
realized—and had 
to adapt to—the 

reality that it was-
n't as impactful as 
some of the other 

s t r a t e g i e s —
organizing, advo-
cacy, etc.—that 

seek to bring 
more fundamental 
change. 

 
Is that why you left a staff attorney position at AALDEF 
to become a community organizer for MinKwon? 

 
Well, the roles I played at AALDEF and MinKwon are very dif-
ferent.  In the non-profit legal community, there is this idea that 
the most pure thing is to be a litigation attorney and use the 

litigation tool to impact social justice.  For many non-profit at-
torneys, fundraising and administrative responsibilities are seen 
as an ―impure‖ burden—that’s not what the ―real‖ lawyers do.  

I kind of thought that, too; I looked at the fundraising, adminis-
trative responsibilities, and relationship building as necessary 
evils.  But I learned that the law is only one tool for social jus-

tice.   
 
When I joined MinKwon (it was called YKASEC at the time), I 

wanted to break out of the box of just being a litigation attor-
ney.  I thought about the different tools I could bring to social 
justice in addition to litigation.  I wanted to use community 

building, organizing, and fundraising as additional tools to impact 
and effectuate social justice. 

(Continued on page 4) 

I learned that the  

law is only one tool 

 for social justice. 

Steve Choi, Executive Director of  
MinKwon Center for Community Action. 

Photo courtesy of Steve Choi 



 

4    AABANY ADVOCATE                             JAN 2013

Steve Choi cont’d 

How did you become Executive Director of MinKwon? 
 

It was kind of by accident that I became Executive Director.  
The E.D. at the time fell ill.  Leaders of the organization 
brought up my name to fill the role as the ―Acting Director.‖  

So at that time, it was something out of necessity.  But I took 
advantage of the opportunity and filled the need.  Now that I 
look back, I realize that I actually enjoy some of the administra-

tive, fundraising, and relationship building parts of the job. 
 
Are you able to apply still the litigation skills you’ve 
gained over the years? 

 
Yes, I still have a small hand in our legal work.  MinKwon has 3 
practicing attorneys on staff who handle our cases.  The attor-

neys get together on a weekly basis to talk about case status 
and when my schedule permits, I like to participate.  I get to 
take off my E.D. hat, and put on my litigator hat and give my 

views on the various litigations we have going on.  Litigation is 
still something that I enjoy thinking about—the legal arguments, 
the strategy, the negotiations, helping clients find justice. 

 
What is your most memorable experience as a lawyer? 
 

My most memorable experience as a lawyer was when I served 
as first counsel in an unpaid wages lawsuit on behalf of nail sa-
lon workers in Federal Court in 2007.  It was an extremely 

difficult case, involving a jury trial and a judicial process that was 
agonizingly slow.  I went over and revised my opening state-
ment about five times at least, and finally I settled on an open-

ing statement where I said, "Ladies and gentleman of the jury, I 
am the plaintiff's lawyer, and the first thing I 
want to say is that this is my first jury trial ever, 

my co-counsel's first trial period.  We will 
make mistakes, and we will have to be cor-
rected by the opposing counsel, or the judge, 
or even by yourselves.  But I don't want you to 

hold that against my client.  She has an impor-
tant story to tell, and I want to tell that now..." 
It was a nerve-wracking, but amazing experi-

ence.  The jury ended up awarding us more 
than two times the amount we asked for! 
 

Who were some of the folks who helped 
you along the way, some of your men-
tors? 

 
Chung-Wha Hong, the executive director of 
the New York Immigration Coalition is one of 

my mentors.  In 1999, when I had my first ex-
perience with YKASEC as an intern, Chung-
Wha was running NAKASEC (the national umbrella organiza-

tion of YKASEC), and I was able to develop a strong relation-
ship with her.  I still reach out to her from time to time for 
advice, and she showed me how much impact a community 

advocate could have—how someone could be a strong voice, 
and represent the needs and concerns of the community. 
 

(Continued from page 3) Also, Susan Butler Plum, Director of the Skadden Foundation 

(the Skadden Fellowship), played a key role in helping me with 
the Skadden Fellowship and we have become close.  With all 
major career decisions, I check in with her, and she has given 

me the perspective of working with Skadden Fellows through-
out the years who launch their projects, see them through, 

stick with 

them and 
expand them.  
She has given 

me a strong 
foundation to 
do the work 
that I do. 

 
Finally, Ken 
K imber l ing , 

my AALDEF 
s u p e r v i s o r 
from day one.  

Ken has a 
tremendous 
amount of 

legal experience and he taught me the ropes, the ins and outs 
of litigation and the civil rights work I was doing. 
 

What role do bar associations like AABANY, NAPABA, 
and KALAGNY play to further effect social change? 
How can bar associations impact communities? 

 
Bar associations can play a supporting role impacting social 
change if there are non-profits already in that space doing the 

work.  In some places, those non-profits don’t exist and the 
local APA bar asso-
ciation could be the 

only game in town.  
In New York, bar 
associations play a 
vital supporting role 

because through 
organizations like 
AABANY we can 

connect to a wider 
pool of pro bono 
attorneys who are 

leaders in their own 
communities. 
 

For example, in our 
Deferred Action 
clinics, the bar asso-

ciations rounded up 
dozens of volun-

teers (more than 30) who donated hundreds of hours of pro 

bono service.  No non-profit can round up 30-plus attorneys to 
donate their time in that manner.  The bar associations serve as 
a conduit to reach a base to provide help and provide critical 

services on a short term basis. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Through organizations like  

AABANY, we can connect  

to a wider pool of  

pro bono attorneys  

who are leaders  

in their own communities. 

On August 16, 2012, the MinKwon Center hosted the New York 
State Assembly District 40 Candidate Forum, sponsored by ten 

other organizations, where candidates stated their positions on 
issues such as immigration, housing, and community development. 

Photo courtesy of MinKwon Center 
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Steve Choi cont’d 

The bar associations can also play an advocacy role, not neces-
sarily on every issue, but on legal issues where they can add 

legal expertise, provide legal opinions, and serve as pro bono co-
counsel.  At the NAPABA Convention, I attended a panel about 
language access in the courts.  Non-profits have taken this issue 

head on, and bar associations can and have played a vital advo-
cacy role here; the lawyers see the issue of lack of language 
access in the court system in their own everyday work. 

 
What about APAs making change through political in-

(Continued from page 4) volvement and advancement?  Has our community 

progressed in that arena? 
 
Yes. I think so.  APA candidates running and winning is a rough 

proxy for how the community has gotten involved.  You can 
start to see our communities awakening, getting excited, and 
being engaged in the civic process.  Coming from a non-profit 

perspective, I would like to see politics transcend the individual 
success and move towards community success.  I would like to 
see more APA candidates come out, not for personal reasons, 

but more because they feel this is necessary for the community; 
to have an impact on the inside of government and join forces 
with organizations outside of the government (like non-profits) 
and impact change together. 

 
What about Steve Choi, elected official? 
 

No.  At this point, I have no interest.  I think there are more 
exciting things to do outside of the government.  I feel that 
elected officials sometimes have to make compromises which 

are part of their job and part of running for office.  For me, I 
could see something in an administrative or appointed role in 
someone else’s cabinet.  That would be more attractive to me, 

but otherwise, I’m a non-profit guy! 
 
What’s in store for MinKwon and our community in 

2013? 
 
Next year is going to be a critical year for the APA community.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Steve Choi spoke at a press conference and testified at the New York City Districting 

Commission’s public hearing, held in August 2012 at the Flushing Library, on the need to 
protect Asian American  “communities of  interest” in the upcoming redistricting process. 

Photo courtesy of MinKwon Center 
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North America, Don Liu of Xerox, and Michael Wu of Rosetta 
Stone. 

 
For attorneys desiring to learn or brush up on trial skills, AA-
BANY offered a day-long Trial Advocacy Program that trained 

participants on making opening and closing statements and con-
ducting effective examinations. Among the all-star faculty were 
the Hon. Doris Ling-Cohan and the Hon. Jeffrey K. Oing. Lorna 

Schofield, then Of Counsel at Debevoise & Plimpton, and now 
United States District Judge for the Southern District of New 
York, was also a faculty member. 

 
In addition to CLE programs, AABANY held pitch sessions at 
which attorneys made presentations to in-house counsel from 

companies that expressed interest in hearing from firms that 
could meet their legal service needs. Participating companies 
included Xerox, Hess, Prudential, Lukoil and Rosetta Stone. 
 

During the lunch break between the morning and afternoon 
sessions, Debra Wong Yang, Gibson Dunn Partner from the 
Los Angeles office, welcomed all the attendees. Wells Fargo 

Senior Economist Anika Khan flew in from Charlotte, North 

(Continued from page 1) Carolina, to give an informative and engaging presentation 

about the current economic outlook in the United States. 
In the afternoon, an In-House Counsel Forum and Judicial Fo-
rum took place. Both were by-invitation-only events at which 

participants could speak candidly about issues confronting Asian 
Pacific Americans who practice in-house or who were inter-
ested in learning more 

about the process of 
ascending the bench. 
 

After a long day, many 
attendees stayed for the 
cocktail reception. Cyn-
thia Tomm, Develop-

ment Coordinator for 
the MinKwon Center, 
our community partner, 

addressed the audience 
to talk about the work 
MinKwon has been do-

ing in the community 
and to seek attorneys to volunteer their time in support of 
those efforts, especially with the recently-announced Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrivals program. Jason Leung and Jin 
Hwang, NAPABA Northeast Regional Governors, were on 
hand to encourage everyone to register for the NAPABA Na-

tional Convention in Washington, DC in November. 
 
The 2012-13 AABANY Mentorship Program was officially 

launched during the cocktail reception and mentors and men-
tees for this year’s program met face-to-face, some for the first 
time.  

 
Perhaps the best part of the cocktail reception was the out-
door terrace where attendees could enjoy the glorious mid-

town skyline at sunset. 
 
As if all the day’s events were 
not enough, a sizeable contin-

gent went to Chelsea Manor 
for the after-party. 
 

AABANY thanks everyone 
that took part in the Third 
Annual Fall Conference, 

whether as attendees, speak-
ers, moderators, pitch session 
participants or volunteers. 

AABANY especially thanks all 
of its sponsors: Wells Fargo, Gibson Dunn, Hudson Reporting, 
Holtz Rubenstein Reminick and Skadden Arps. 

 
Next year, AABANY will be hosting the NAPABA Northeast 
Regional conference, and the current plan is to run the Fall 

Conference as the Northeast Regional. If you are interested in 
learning more, contact us at main@aabany.org.  

Fall Conference cont’d 

About the Author:  Yang Chen is the Executive Director of the 

Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY).  He has 

been active in AABANY for many years, having served on the Board 

and numerous committees, and as AABANY's President in 2008.  

Judge Oing lectures during the afternoon session of the Trial Advocacy Program in the 

Telepresence Room. 

Anika Khan, Wells Fargo senior economist, flew in from Charlotte, NC, to make a presen-
tation about the state of the economy. 

NAPABA NE Regional Governors Jason Leung and 
Jin Hwang make a plug for the NAPABA National 

Convention in Washington, DC in November. 

AABANY Law Review staff at the Fall Con-
ference, with the Hon. Denny Chin. From L 

to R: Amy Luo, Charles Chen, Carla 
Cheung, Judge Chin, Linda Lin, Michelle 
Park, and Will Ng. 

Photo by Yang Chen 

Photo by Yang Chen 

Photo by Yang Chen 

Photo by Yang Chen 
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AABANY Feature:  DACA Initiatives 

A ABANY’s Immigration and Nationality Law Committee has 

been busy performing outreach to the Asian Pacific Ameri-
can community regarding Deferred Action for Childhood Arri-
vals (DACA).  

 
This policy, announced by the Obama administration on June 
15, 2012, enables many young people without immigration 

status to further their education, careers, and not live in fear of 
deportation. Those granted deferred action will receive a defer-
ral from removal (deportation) as well as employment authori-

zation for a two-year period, which can be renewed. DACA is 
available to persons who: 
 

 Were under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012; 

 
 entered the U.S. before the age of 16; 
 

 have continuously resided in the U.S. since June 15, 2007 
to the present; 

 

 were physically present in the U.S. on June 15, 2012 and at 
the time of applying for DACA; 

 

 entered without inspection before June 15, 2012 or whose 
lawful immigration status expired as of June 15, 2012; 

 

About the Author: Rio M. Guerrero is Co-chair of the Immigra-

tion and Nationality Law Committee and 2012 recipient of NA-

PABA’s Best Lawyers Under 40 award. He is a partner at the law 

firm of Guerrero Yee LLP. 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Initiatives 
 
By Rio M. Guerrero 

AABANY Immigration and Nationality Law Committee Co-Chair 

 are currently in school, have graduated from high school, 

have obtained a GED certificate, or have been honorably 
discharged from the U.S. Coast Guard or U.S. Armed 
Forces; and 

 
 have no significant criminal history. 

 

Since DACA was announced, Committee Co-Chairs Tsui Yee 
and I have presented at numerous pro bono seminars in collabo-
ration with organizations including the Manhattan District At-

torney’s Office, the NYS Secretary of State, the NYS Immigrant 
Coalition, the Chinese American Planning Council, the NYS 
Youth Leadership Council, and Pilipino Unity for Progress 
(UniPro).  

 
In November, AABANY co-founder Rocky Chin and I attended 
the NAPABA Annual Convention in Washington D.C. where 

they met individually and in groups with other concerned NA-
PABA immigration attorneys and advocates from across the 
country to discuss DACA education and application support 

efforts in their particular communities as well as the possibility 
organizing a concerted national effort.  

About the Author: William Wang is Editor-in-Chief of the Advo-

cate and Co-chair of the Communications and Litigation Committees.  

He is a partner at the law firm of Lee Anav Chung LLP, where he 

practices commercial litigation with a focus on banking and financial 

services.  

In 2013, you have the mayoral election, public advocate and 
comptroller positions, and new City Council districts all up for 

grabs.  This upcoming year is a 
real opportunity for our com-
munity to get involved in this 

election in an active and un-
precedented way. 
 

So much of this city’s growth 
has been in the APA population.  
We have a real chance to take 
advantage of that.  We are now 

14% of the city’s population.  I 
think politicians are starting to 
recognize that.  We have a real 

opportunity to advance policies 
or positions that we think are 
important to our community, 

and there is a real chance of 
getting immigration reform in 
2013 for the first time in 26 years. MinKwon is thinking about 

new and creative ways to get elected officials to sign on and 
commit to policies that are good for our community and we 
will keep elected officials accountable.  We would love to have 

(Continued from page 5) AABANY play a central role in that mission with us. 

 
Most AABANY members don’t know that Steve Choi 
is also a point guard and defensive stopper extraordi-

naire, not to mention a member of 
the 2011 FastbreakNYC-AABANY 
championship-winning basketball 

team.  Where are your sports alle-
giances? 
 

I am a big Brooklyn Nets and NY Jets fan.  I 
root for the underdog.  Believe it or not, I 
followed the Yankees in the early 80s and 
back then we were underdogs.  I never 

thought the Yankees would ever win any-
thing. 
 

Last question: Gangnam style. Love it 
or hate it? 
 

Love it, just don’t ask me to do it.  

We are now 14%  

of the city’s population. 

 

I think politicians  

are starting to  

recognize that. 
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AABANY Fall Events Rundown 

AABANY Fall 2012 Events Rundown 
 
By Yang Chen 

AABANY Executive Director 

B esides the Fall Conference on September 15, September’s 

events included a Law School Survival Workshop pre-
sented by the Student Outreach Committee.  The Workshop 
was held at Brooklyn Law School and attended by more than 

30 law students including many from Brooklyn Law School and 
some from the law schools at Fordham, Cardozo and St John’s. 
They spent a few hours in the afternoon meeting the leaders of 

AABANY and learning about different career paths for law stu-
dents and the skills needed to survive and thrive in law school. 

On September 19, AABANY co-sponsored with Chase a CLE 

program on ―Social Media Marketing Made Simple for Attor-
neys‖ at Chase’s branch at 253 Broadway. The seminar was 
organized by Margaret Ling, Chair of the Real Estate Commit-

tee, and Pauline Yeung-Ha and Wendy Yu, Co-Chairs of the 
Solo and Small Firm Practice Committee. Pauline spoke on the 
panel with Vikram Rajan of Practice Marketing, Inc. They pro-

vided a wealth of information about how social media can be 

used to market one’s practice effectively and efficiently. The 
discussion included ethical issues relating to advertising and 
solicitation via the Internet and social media platforms. 

 
The Litigation Committee met on September 28 and was privi-
leged to have the Honorable George A. Yanthis, United States 

Magistrate Judge, Southern District of New York, speak at the 
meeting at Phillips Lytle’s office in midtown Manhattan. The 
meeting was well attended thanks to Judge Yanthis, who dis-

cussed preferred practices, notable cases and his path to the 
judiciary. Judge Yanthis also shared the importance of diversity 
and public advocacy, as exemplified by his own experience. At-
tendees had the opportunity to ask practical questions on how 

to better advocate for their clients. Afterwards, attendees re-
mained to continue networking with each other. 
 

On October 10, AABANY through five of its Committees—
Women’s, Government and Public Sector, Immigration and 
Nationality Law, Pro Bono and Community Service and Prose-

cutors—together with Brooklyn Law School APALSA pre-

sented an excellent CLE program entitled ―Exploring Sex Traf-

ficking Cases: Criminal Justice, Immigration and Social Perspec-
tives.‖ The panelists included prosecutors from the US Attor-
ney’s office in the Southern District of New York and the New 

York County District Attorney’s office. 
 
On October 12, Immediate Past President Linda Lin spoke at a 

press briefing to spread awareness about the impact of lung 
cancer on the APA community. The Chinese press, Epoch, 
Singtao and World Journal, covered the story. Linda also organ-

ized the AABANY Team to participate in the run/walk on Oc-
tober 21 at Battery Park City to help raise funds for lung can-
cer research and in support of an anonymous AABANY mem-

ber who is currently battling lung cancer. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Law School Survival Workshop panelists included, from L to R: Karen Lim, Co-Chair of 
the Intellectual Property Committee; Liza Sohn, Co-Chair of the Women’s Committee; 

Will Ng, Co-Chair of the Young Lawyers and Communication Committees; Michael 
Huang, AABANY President-elect and Partner at Boies Schiller & Flexner; Richard Tsai, 
Co-Chair of the Government and Public Sector Committee; Yang Chen, AABANY Execu-
tive Director; and Irene Tan, Co-Chair of the Student Outreach Committee, moderating. 

Exploring Sex Trafficking Cases presented at Brooklyn Law School Oct. 10, with group 

shot of the panelists and organizers.  

Photo by Naf Kwun 

Pictured above, from L to R, at the 31st Annual Rivers, Toney and Watson Dinner and 
Dance, organized by the Judicial Friends, are Liz Mo, Steve Lee, Karen Yau, Hugh Mo, 

Peggy Kuo, Hon. Lillian Wan, Chanwoo Lee, Hon. Randall T. Eng, Hon. Doris Ling-
Cohan, Margaret Ling, Vince Chang, Yang Chen.  

Photo by Francis Chin 

Photo by  Francis Chin 
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Fall 2012 Events cont’d 

 
AABANY partnered with the Council of Urban Professionals 

(CUP) to promote its Third Annual Lawyers Forum which took 
place at the Eventi Hotel in Midtown Manhattan on October 
25. Don Liu, General Counsel of Xerox and AABANY Advisory 

Committee member, was the keynote speaker. Also recognized 
at the event was the inaugural list of fifteen CUP Catalysts: 
Change Agents in Law 2012, among whom was past president 

and current co-chair of the Judiciary Committee, Vincent 
Chang. 

 
R u t g e r s - N e w a r k 

APALSA held its 11th 
anniversary Mela at the 
law school on October 

25. Mela is the Sanskrit 
word for ―gathering,‖ 
and this annual event 

celebrates various 
Asian cultures and hon-
ors the achievements of 

Asian Americans in the 
legal community. This 
year, Rutgers-Newark 

APALSA honored the Hon. David F. Bauman, Presiding Judge, 
Civil Division, Superior Court of New Jersey, Monmouth 
County. Judge Bauman is the first Asian American judge in 

Monmouth Vicinage. He was also recently nominated by Gov-
ernor Christie for the New Jersey Supreme Court. Also hon-
ored was our very own Jean Lee, President of AABANY and VP 

and Assistant General Counsel at JP Morgan Chase & Co. 

 

On Saturday, October 27, AABANY held its 4th annual Upstate 
Roadshow at Syracuse Law School. Organized by the Student 

Outreach Committee, co-

chairs Irene Tan and Ben 
Chan brought the down-
state contingent that in-

cluded Amy Ngai, Amy 
Luo, Thomas Hou, Board 
member Francis Chin and 

Executive Director Yang 
Chen. They were met 
upstate by Louis Jim, as-

(Continued from page 8) sociate at Bond, Schoeneck & King, Tiffany Lee, Assistant US 

Attorney in the Western District of New York, Mary Traynor, 
attorney at Legal Services of Central New York, and Shelly 
Tsai, attorney at Legal Services of Central New York. 

 
Law students from 
the law schools at 

Syracuse, Buffalo 
and Albany spent 
the af ternoon 

learning about AA-
BANY, its mission 
and activities, en-
gaged in an interac-

tive networking 
workshop and par-
ticipated in panel 

discussions about 
resume writing, interviewing and career paths in the law. 

 

After Superstorm Sandy tore 
through New York at the end of 
October, AABANY played its 

part in getting the word out 
about disaster relief assistance, 
court closures and event cancel-

lations. The Women’s and Intel-
lectual Property Committees 
held a shopping and networking 

event at Banana Republic in 
SoHo on November 8 and took 
the opportunity to raise funds 

for the Asian American Federa-
tion for Hurricane Sandy relief. 
Over $300 was raised. 

 
NAPABA’s 24th Annual National Convention took place from 
November 15 through 18 in Washington, DC, and AABANY 
turned out in force. Five AABANY members were recognized 

as NAPABA’s 
Best Lawyers 
Under 40, a 

record number. 
Judy Kim was 
a p p o i n t e d 

Northeast Re-
gional Gover-
nor. The AA-

BANY Trial Re-
e n a c t m e n t 
Team put on 

another stand-
ing room only 
per formance , 

this time of the 
Heart Mountain trials involving Japanese American internees 
who refused to sign up for the draft. Many AABANY members 

also spoke on various panels throughout the weekend. The 
keynote speaker at the gala on Saturday night was Justice Sonia 

(Continued on page 10) 

Everyone gets out of their seats for an interactive 

networking workshop given by Yang Chen. 

Photo by Francis Chin 

Resume writing and interview panel featuring attorneys 
from the US Attorney’s Office; Bond, Schoeneck & King; the 

Advocacy Group; and Legal Services of Central New York. 

Photo by Francis Chin 

AABANY members enjoy a presentation 

on the latest styles. 

Heart Mountain re-enactment: Yasu Saito as a newspaper 
columnist: "I hate the Japanese. And that goes for all of them." 

Photo by Naf Kwun 

AABANY, KALAGNY and APALA-NJ came out to support AABANY President Jean Lee. 

Photo by Yang Chen 

Rutgers SAPA (South Asian Performing Artists) 
presents a lively dance performance at the Rutgers 

APALSA Mela on October 25. 

Photo by Yang Chen 

Photo by Yang Chen 
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Fall 2012 Events cont’d Sponsor Spotlight cont’d 

many different experiences, needs or preferences. MetLife un-
derstands the value of diverse and unique perspectives in 

touching the lives of customers, shareholders and business 
partners and continues to reach out to these segments. 
 

Our company’s vision of diversity resonates within our work-
place. MetLife Legal Affairs has undertaken numerous initiatives 
to deliver on our commitment to diversity, including the crea-

tion of an Intern & Law Clerk Program for the purpose of hir-
ing diverse law students, and exposing them to the varied legal 
practice at MetLife and motivating them to pursue higher edu-
cation and a career in law. Further, our Cultural Awareness 

Subcommittee strives to promote and celebrate cultural diver-
sity in the workplace by educating associates about different 
cultures in fun and interesting ways, and by hosting events to 

raise awareness and understanding of the various customs and 
beliefs of the diverse cultures, backgrounds and lifestyles repre-
sented in our company. 

 
MetLife Legal Affairs believes in the importance of celebrating 
and forging diverse relationships. We make a commitment to 

foster our relationships with local and national diverse bar as-
sociations to identify opportunities to showcase MetLife’s com-
mitment to diversity and to partner with these associations to 

further MetLife’s diversity efforts. Associate networking groups, 
started by associates at the grass-roots level, work with the 
company to help associates achieve their highest professional 

potential at MetLife through educational programs, networking 
and peer support. Our Multicultural Resources Network 
(MRN) introduces programs and tools that will educate associ-

ates in areas that are essential to their development within the 
company and in life. The group not only supports professional 
growth that is consistent with MetLife’s mission, values and 

corporate goals, but MRN also strives to build awareness of 
inclusion and diversity-related issues. In addition, our Profes-
sional Women at MetLife (PWAM) seeks to enable business-
women of MetLife to achieve full personal and professional po-

tential through leadership, education and networking support. 
 
As a result of our commitment to diversity, MetLife is proud to 

be the recipient of several awards, including the Human Rights 
Campaign Foundation’s Corporate Equality Index ―Best Places 
to Work‖ (2004–2011), Diversity MBA ―Top 50 Companies for 

Diverse Managers‖ (2007 –2011), National Association for Fe-
male Executives (NAFE) ―Top Companies for Executive 
Women‖ (2006 –2011), 2010 Employer of Choice for the 

Northeast Region by Minority Corporate Counsel Association 
(MCCA), 2010 National Association of Women Lawyer’s Presi-
dent’s Award in recognition of initiatives to advance women 

and minority attorneys both in-house and at outside law firms, 
and Diversity Inc’s ―Top 50 Companies for Diversity‖ (2010).  

(Continued from page 1) 

Sotomayor who 
was interviewed 

on- s tage  by 
Judge Denny 
Chin, her former 

colleague at the 
United State 
District Court 

for the Southern 
District of New 
York. 
 

Fresh from its 
performance of the Heart Mountain trials at NAPABA, the AA-
BANY Trial Re-enactment Team performed the Vincent Chin 

trial re-enactment at the New Jersey Judicial College before a 
group of New Jersey State Court Judges on November 19. The 
power and impact of this re-enactment was felt by the audience 

of judges who were visibly moved and engaged by the perform-
ance.  
 

On Thursday, Nov. 29, at the 31st Annual Rivers, Toney and 
Watson Dinner and Dance, organized by the Judicial Friends 
and held at Maestro’s in the Bronx, the Hon. Randall T. Eng, 

Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, Second Department, and 
Chanwoo Lee, former President, Queens County Bar Associa-
tion, were among the honorees. They were in distinguished 

company, which included the Hon. Carmen Beauchamp Ci-
parick, Court of Appeals, the Hon. Karen Peters, Presiding Jus-
tice, Appellate Division, Third Department, and Loretta Lynch, 

United States Attorney for the Eastern District of New York. 
AABANY took a table at the dinner in support of Judge Eng 
and Chanwoo Lee. Congratulations, Judge Eng and Chanwoo! 

 
To close out the 
year, on Friday, De-
cember 14, AABANY 

held its Annual Holi-
day Party, this year 
again at Pranna 

Lounge. Over 100 
AABANY members 
and friends were in 

attendance to cele-
brate the holiday 
season over drinks 

and delicious hors d’oeuvres. AABANY participated in the joint 
fundraising effort undertaken by SABANY, KALAGNY and 
MuBANY to collect money for the Food Bank For New York 

City to aid in Hurricane Sandy relief. We raised online and on-
site over $700. Thanks to all who contributed. 
 

After the official end time of 9 pm, we still had a sizeable crowd 
and around 9:30 pm, the management turned on the lights as a 
not-so-subtle hint for our group to take the party elsewhere.  

Because Pranna is so close to K-town, many of the party-goers 
walked over to continue the celebration at their favorite K-
town bar or restaurant. Thanks to all who came!  

(Continued from page 9) 

Photo by Yang Chen 

Kobre & Kim partner Michael Kim, AABANY President 

Jean Lee and AABANY Director Bobby Liu at  Pranna. 

NAPABA keynote speaker, the Hon. Sonia Sotomayor, United 

States Supreme Court.  

Photo by Francis Chin 

Happy Holidays, all, and Best Wishes for the New Year!  

About the Author:  Yang Chen is the Executive Director of the 

Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY), a position 

he has held since August 2009.  He has been active in AABANY for 

many years, having served on the Board and numerous committees, 

and as AABANY's President in 2008.  
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